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”'Opening Remarks

This situatlon reminds me somewhat of a story told bJ John Erskine in a past

Th‘issue of Readers Digest. It goes somethlng 1like this:

”L&ttle Tommy, seated on his father's lap, was thumbing through the pages ef

Qﬂ.an illustrated Bible, when suddenly he came upon a picture of Daniel about to enter B o

‘V,f‘the lion's den. Tommy was truly perplexed, for the picture portrayed Daniel ail

ﬂ%fureathed in smiles.. To help him solve this dllemma, Tommy turned to hls father —
ﬁifulth this all-important Questlon._'"Dad " he said, "I don't quite Undﬁrsta“d thls;
hplcture. Here is Danlel about to enter the 110n‘s den, and he seems to be QHibeifa Tf’fe
heppy about 1t " , | it
o "Wéll, my son,“ came the reply, "That's probably because he reallzes thet Hhen
vthe‘feastlng is over he won't be called upon to say anythlng | |

v{rI know what he meant after the fine meal we had thls evening.

»,{ I hope what I have to say this. evenlng doesn bt flt thls situation:

r;; ‘ “The communlty dlnner was over at last and the patient guests who had llstened =
:eto the long address of the pr1nc1pal speaker breathed a deep sigh of rellef.b .
- “1vi"The Speaker was all rlght," the toastmaster's wife whlspered, "but it seems
: hiito‘me that,he,dldn't put enough fire into his speech." |

o NI feel the opp051te way," anewered the toastmaster. nIn mqupinion;:he;{:”m

"“vfdidn't pﬁt enough of his speech in the fire."

s So you might say this leaves me in a quandry before I start. Should I ligh%
a fire with my speech or should I light a fire to my speech.», ' ‘

' Really, I didn't come down here tonight to 11ght any fires but: Just tO'talk
.etraight talk about the Order of the Arrow. ‘ ‘ o : )
B About Jnne of 19&2, I first came in contact with the program of the Order

'fe}*of the krrow in Canyon Camp. The Gamp Director, Diék Iebetsamer, brought it into




the U..S Grant Council and inducted the first group that year. I wishﬂI conld‘"”

4“say that I was a charker member, but I can't. My induction came one year later.

The camp was ‘a llttle different then than it is now. The camp area endedaabout
B ifwhere'the»road fords the stream. The land beyond was farmed by John Hess. dJohn
i'-sort of looked after the camp as he passed through in his 1928 model car. Each -

‘ year he brought hls horses and mower down and mowed the parade grounds. @ften we

'”frwould borrow his dump rake to clear the mowed grass. Sometimes he would.clear it :?ff;ﬂ;‘

ibfor the hay.v
The camp 51tes were all llned up along the base of the hill. Each 51te had

:?its cook shack or flreplace and tents without platforms. We had to block the double ﬂq.

,é;deck cots w1th scrap 1umber.' The flrst group in camp usually got the job of whlpping ,?fﬁ
V the camp 51te into shape for 1nspect10n, u51ng 51ckles and rakes. Each troop that o

followed kept the 51te 1n shape.

Coon Creek prov1ded the water for our 2@ acre 1ake. There we had our sw1mm1ng

'fffharea around a "¢ dock and diving raft stralght out, from the O.A.: calllng out area.i,ifﬁfii
\tfiBoating and canoelng, along with life sav1ng, occupled the rest of the area. . 3:’:v‘r:"i
The area where most of the present camp 51tes are located was a pasture’area l‘:f{ﬂﬁﬂ
hf€w1th a scatterlng of trees and some second growth. It was in this area that most };:f.~f;j

‘~”ffof the 1nductees spent thelr lone v1g11. I cam remember one group that was taken

‘Fi’pout whenu the two "guldes“ became lost after dropping off the last 1nductee and ended -'ff:

%‘3?;up in Apple Rlver. By the time they gOt back to camp it was time to start plcking ixQ'Vl
"the boys up again. 1 flgure they had more of an ordeal than the rest . of ‘the ordeal -fl]wé
;;T?fhonor boys had that week. ' ‘

‘ . We had no running water. If you wanted a drink you pumped it at the pump over Ayzdf;z
;oﬁ the other side of the swimming pool. If you wanted to shower, you went down? over“>,;‘:'
lp‘the dam where a plpe drained some of the lake through a shower head. Most of the;kx<

_ :camp relied upon soaking off the dirt during the swim period in water often so thlnk 1;én




‘i”dwith mud that you almost needed a spade to swim with.
. The campfire circle wasiin a small clearing over by the chapel and later moved
'nplOn the hill where it is today, The chapel was an altar built into a small grove
. - of trees near its present sitee.
"The only permanent buildings were the Lodge and the nearby Health Lodge (offlce),“
.‘Qll‘the Rain and Shine Shelter which is now. the mess hall. Only the round area w1thout

‘any cement floor or- walls were there slaaws then. ‘The Trading Post was the last of

the permanent buildlngs except for a few small cook shacks at the various 51tes..;;;:’j‘ff

dfThe mess hall was a large tent w1th screened sides which we erected in the area

‘uulfwffwhere the road cut across below the present pump site near the grove of large trees.f:f*i*'

"J;A temporary cook shack was made in l9h2 whlch prov1ded a platform on whlch the stove :
'Lﬁer]f;and work tables were placed all of Whlch were covered by a2 x/Q.tent. The floor

“ﬁ’oﬁ the mess hall was grass for the flrst week or so and dirt or mud , dependlng on"

"l?the Weather, after that. ‘All the water for drlnklng or washlng dlshes at themess,i
v'f::hall had to be pumped by hand and carrled the s ame way. "I recall one tlme we had

"flce cream for a treat. It would have to be a treat because we had to go to Stocktonfﬁf

ﬁdkd:for extra 1ce and rock salt to use in the hand turned 1cecream maker. You'see,'ther;”'u'
':?ice-cream was home"made. You haven't reallJ llved until you have turned out 1ce ::

"T-creambfor‘about BO.hnngry campers. We had no electricity in the camptthen. = |

| The first calllng out ceremony was held in the old campfire circle. One of

'fﬁthe camp staff usually would place hlmself to the right of the candldate 1n the,

v:7f?fpcircle. The "Tapplng" -was done by a "brave" dancing around the circle to a
yf"Tom-Tom.", He would stop in front of the "candidate" and shoot an arrow into the

f;:ground at the feet of the candidate. We all expected someone to get an arrow in the °

'”_affoot but it never happened that I can remember. Two other braves would pull‘the ;f
"'*7'candidate into the circle and all would follow the lead brave while he selected
'gpithe rest of the candidates. After the tapping, the candidates were led away for::ff

-3=-



‘ as it is today except for the. places used for the campfire ceremonies.
The first induction campfire ceremonies were held up on the hill across the . B

Hﬁ_'lake about stralght across from the location of the sw1mm1ng pool today. The candi- :

‘I:Tacross the 1ake.‘

Later ceremonles were held across the ford and up the‘Valley toward the farm

:‘ff St111 1ater an 0. A, Ceremonlal Clrcle was establlshed up the hill by the back

‘ﬁiplaced hand carved totem poles around the campflre area. Thls was the 31te of the
tflrst “Brotherhood" Honor Ceremony in whlch I recelved the Brotherhood Honor and
;ﬁhlater served as a member of the rltual team. I worked on the rmtual team for |
fc:several years as "Metu." i_‘ |

Many things have changed phys1ca11y to Canyon Camp over the years. i"w¢u16=¥;5"

'Vf%suspect a great deal of the changes have been brought about by the Order Of the

'ﬁﬂfArrow,-and well they should have. If we are truly an Honor Camper 8001ety, we should

3_instructions and the campfire continued. The rest of the ordeal was about the samef‘dffl:

A dates were taken bllnd~folded and placed in canoes (no mean task) and taken up and ~:.5f7"

-fdat the base of a large vwhite plne on the right side of the valley across the creek. 5;:?393

;‘thhis tlme the candldates had to ford the creek twice before the c1rcle was reached. :fpﬂﬁ;

“ad néar what is qé09t Apacheu campside today. There we erected the teepee and :‘xk:;"”

i 'lif}be prepared to carry the 1deals of the society forward. It could be expected thatj-_._‘"'.""-"1

:“j'such a 5001ety would brlng about changes and improvements in the camp and to the f;f;,.

f&ﬁcamping program. I am sure to talk about the changes in the camp and in its program
.idown through the 1ntervening 25 years would take con51derably'more time than I
:‘;have spent thus far.‘ I am sure that there are many more changes and :|.mprovemen‘ts\-~
%f which can be made, a and agaln I am not g01ng to try to be a fortune-teller and make
M_any predlctlonso .‘ |

I guess what it all boils down to is that the 1deals of scouting as enrlched by

i such a soc1ety as the Order of the Arrow has brought about great changes in our camp




- and its program because men and boys . belleved 1n these 1deals'and,put them to WOrk.

_iI am Just as sure that these same 1deals have beem put to work by the members 1n

f;thelr homes, “their schools, their communities, and for the betterment of our natlon

'Tfand the world.: I believe it took people” w1th 1deals such as those we promlsed\to*

"‘uphold in the O.A. ceremony to build the klnd of country we have. And, in the years{_;

fdahead it w1ll take the full dedlcatlon of each of uscto these 1deals to brlng aboutjf

the klnd of world we would like to live 1n. The road isn't easy, but we: found tha

w;out 1n the ordeal ceremony., The world we would like to have, we may never see, s

‘but if we pursue the 1deals of scoutlng -and of the Order of the Arrow we w111 help

e{brlng the day‘oloser.,




